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~ # «[t was not so much an invasion as an advance, and
we can easily imagine that it must have been an achievement
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of no small difficulty for a body of men necessarily very in-
ferior in numbers, in the face of a compact population, brave,
stubborn, and strongly organized. Such the Dravidians are
now, when they number over twentyeight millions south of
the Vindhya, and there is not the slightest reason to doubt
that such, in the main, they were at the early time of their
long patriotic struggle” Vedic India, p. 298.

# «]t will be a surprise to many that the Aryan popula-
tion of the Indian continent should be so outof all proportion
small when compared to the descendants and representatives
of those races which the Aryan immigrants found in posses-
sion. The same difference must have existed on a still great-
er scale in those earliest times—and would alone suftice to
stamp as irrational the theory of Aryan supremacy having
been established by sheer conquest and force.” Ibid, p. 814..
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# «To keep strictly within the information supplied by
the Rig-Veda itself—Vasishtha was the bard of the Tritsu,
the leading and purest Aryan tribe, and Visvamitra was the
bard of the Bharatas, their great enemies and one of the
most powerful native tribes. He at one time had been with
the Tritsu, and for whatever cause he left them—not impro-
bably personal revenge—he played a conspicuous part in the
confederacy which attempted to check the Aryan advance
and increasing power. There is a hymn (53), in Book IIL.,
that of the Visvamitra family, which evidently alludes to this
very thing. In the first part of the hymn it is said that when
Visvamitra* conducted King Sudas’ sacrifices, Indra was
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gracious to him for the Rishi’s sake, and a great blessing is
pronounced on the king, and his war-steed and the expedition
on which he starts. Then, quite suddenly, Visvamitra is made
to declare, in his own person, that his prayers protect the
tribes of the Bharatas, and the hymn ends with four verses
of imprecations - against enemies who are not named, but
whom tradition so positively identified with Vasishtha and
his family, that the priests of this house in later times never
uttered these four verses, and tried not to hear them when
spoken by other Brahmans. Itis most probable that the
Visvamitras resented some distinction conferred upon the
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Vasishthas, possibly their appointment as purohitas to the
Tritsu royal family, and went over to their most powerful
enemies, the Purus and Bharatas. The Tritsu and their allies
were victorious in the ensuing struggle, known as ‘“the War
of the Ten Kings,”” and both the bards have left descriptions
of it and of the final battle on the banks of the Parushni, in
some spirited hymns, the most undoubtedly historical of the
collection. At a later period the followers of Vasishtha and
his descendants represent the narrowly orthodox Brahminic
school, with its petty punctilliousness in the matter of forms,
rites, observances,-its intolerance of everything-un-Aryan, its
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rigid separatism. This school it was which stood guard
through all these ages, and up to our day, the champion-and
possibly orginally the institutor, of caste; who advanced and
upheld ali the exaggerated claims of the Brahman priest-
hood, to divinity, to the rule of the world, and ownership of
all it holds, to supernatural compelling powers over nature
and the gods themselves through sacrifice and ascetic practic-
es, and the like. The followers of Visvamitra and his des-
cendants, on the other hand, represented the school of liberal-
ism and progress, of conciliation and amalgamation.” Vedic
India, pp. 318-320.
64
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* See the great vedic scholar Prof. Max Muller’s ‘A
History of Ancient Sanscrit Literature,” Panini office publi-
cation, p. 29. .
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